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Winchester VA 22602
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Randy Barrett • The Bog Wanderers • Debra Cowan • Michael DeLalla • Tabby Finch • Linda Hickman • Andrew McKnight
Keith & Joan Pitzer • John Rickard • The Unfortunate Rakes • wild carrot • Wolf Creek Session

An independent record label delivering the rich spectrum of fine traditional and contemporary Acoustic Music to discerning listeners worldwide

Falling Mountain CD Spotlights Mountain and Community Devastation




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CD RELEASE EVENT for Moving Mountains: Voices of Appalachia Rise Up Against Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining
Concert, Lecture and Slideshow to Spotlight Environmental Devastation in Rural Appalachia

Contact: BTM Communications, Mary Sue Twohy, 202-483-1105 or buildthemountain@aol.com
Falling Mountain Music, 540/877-2505, www.fallingmountain.com

DATE: Wednesday, July 21, 2004

VENUE: Reynolds Hall at Shepherd University

PROGRAM: Concert with musical performances from Andrew McKnight, Keith & Joan Pitzer, and Cherylann Hawk at 7:30 pm, slide show and lecture by coalfields activist Julia “Judy” Bonds at 6 pm

SHOW TIME: Lecture and slide show at 6 pm, concert at 7:30 pm 

EVENT INFO: 304/283-6463

LABEL WEBSITE: www.fallingmountain.com 

TICKETS: Requested admission donation $10-15 at the door for general public; all proceeds go to benefit communities impacted or threatened by mountaintop removal coal mining

This event is dedicated to stopping the ongoing devastation of mountains and communities in the coalfields of southern and central Appalachia by mountaintop removal (MTR) coal mining. The Moving Mountains: Voices of Appalachia Rise Up Against Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining CD recently released by local independent record label Falling Mountain Music features 13 songs from artists inspired by the threatened Appalachian landscape as well as interviews with 6 local residents. Three of the featured musicians, Andrew McKnight, Keith & Joan Pitzer and Cherylann Hawk, will perform short sets during the concert. One of the region’s leading citizen activists against MTR, housewife, mother, and coal miner's daughter Judy Bonds, was awarded the prestigious 2003 Goldman Environmental Prize; she will be the featured speaker with a slide show to begin the program at 6 pm followed by the concert at 7:30.

A growing coal industry practice in the remote hills and hollows of West Virginia, Kentucky and southwest Virginia, MTR permanently destroys mountains, river and stream valleys, and small communities in mined areas. Entire mountaintops and ridgelines are literally sliced off to allow easy access to the underlying coal seam. The resulting "overburden," consisting of dirt, topsoil, vegetation, rocks and destroyed trees, is then dumped into the valleys and streams nearby. These "valley fills" have buried forever nearly 1,000 miles of rivers and streams in West Virginia alone. As a result, catastrophic flooding has become all too familiar downstream of mined areas.

Moving Mountains was compiled by lifelong musician, activist and Mountain State resident Jen Osha, who first heard coalfield residents speak about the impact of MTR in their communities during her graduate work in Forestry at Yale. “My family is very proud of its mining heritage. The men in my family have been miners back through to the early 1800s when my ancestors came from Germany. I am the first generation to be raised outside of the coalfields.”
“This project has been a labor of love from the start,” says Osha.  The musicians, recording engineers, and record producers who joined together to make Moving Mountains possible donated every aspect of the album, from performances to production. Michael DeLalla, president of Falling Mountain Music, was more than happy to release the album on his label. “I was immediately intrigued. Here was a group of people motivated to produce music that could have a positive effect on a dire situation, instead of music that was produced only to fit a marketable formula. These are the projects that Falling Mountain loves to support.”

Two of Falling Mountain’s artists are included on the CD. Singer/songwriter, poet and activist Andrew McKnight contributes the lead track "Company Town" from his latest CD Turning Pages, while West Virginians Keith & Joan Pitzer from the Cheat River Valley penned "Underneath a Blackened Moon" especially for this project.

The proceeds from concert as well as sales of Moving Mountains will go to the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition and Coal River Mountain Watch, two non-profit organizations helping communities threatened or destroyed by MTR

For more information about Moving Mountains, visit www.fallingmountain.com or call 540/877-2505.
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